
MAKING THINGS LOOK AWESOME!



https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/513480794989125200/



DESIGN MAKES THINGS SIMPLE
WHY DESIGN IS IMPORTANT

https://www.behance.net/gallery/54735921/Global-Peace-Unity-Festival-Branding



DESIGN IS BEAUTIFUL
WHY DESIGN IS IMPORTANT

http://www.fromupnorth.com/graphic-design-inspiration-1052/



DESIGN BRINGS ORDER
WHY DESIGN IS IMPORTANT

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2015/06/design-principles-compositional-balance-symmetry-asymmetry/



DESIGN REVEALS WHO YOU ARE
WHY DESIGN IS IMPORTANT

https://www.journalism.co.uk/assets/135/Sunday_Times_ipad_screenshot.jpg_resized_460_.jpeg

https://prismic-io.s3.amazonaws.com/volusion/d274e5cc1d5e0f388aa8eec16a57d53aa5cc4642_mailchimp-homepage.jpg



DECODING DESIGN!

 • How does the design make you feel? 
 • How does the design order the information? 
 • How does the design communicate creatively? 
 • What does the design tell you about the   
      designer or organisation? 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/431219733054100096/

Things to discuss



BASIC PRINCIPLES 
OF DESIGN

Making Things Look Awesome!



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

ALIGNMENT

▸ Use the correct alignment for your 
project 

▸ Left aligned most common 
(good for long paragraphs) 

▸ Central aligned good                  
for general use                                               
(posters, leaflets, titles, etc.) 

▸ Left aligned                                    
(use sparingly) 

▸ Justified                                           
(columns, newspapers, lots of text)



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

ALIGNMENT

▸ Helps create 
cohesion in        
your design 

▸ Helps guide the 
viewer through   
the information 

▸ Brings order and 
consistency to  
your design



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

HIERARCHY

▸ Hierarchy is the 
order of importance 

▸ You can most clearly 
see this in the 
formatting of text  

▸ You should 
always try and 
create hierarchy 
in your text!

http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/

Unformatted Formatted



HOW DO YOU CREATE HIERARCHY  
IN YOUR DESIGN?

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN



http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/

SIZE



PO
SI

TIO
N

http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/

 • We read things from top to bottom       
and left to right. 

 • The back of a magazine is prime position 
for advertising, as people generally flick 
through a magazine from back to front! 

 • Proximity is important - grouping things 
together create an inherent hierarchy. 



http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/

NEGATIVE SPACE



CO
LO

UR

http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

CONTRAST

▸ Highlights the most 
important information 

▸ Contrast happens when 
elements of a design are 
different to each other  

▸ Black and white 

▸ Thick and thin 

▸ Modern and traditional 

▸ Etc.

http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/



CONTRAST



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

REPETITION

▸ Ties together different elements 

▸ Creates a particular ‘look’

http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/



http://www.edgee.net/the-principles-of-graphic-design-how-to-use-repetition-effectively/

REPETITION 



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

PROXIMITY

▸ Similar or related content is 
grouped together to create a 
relationship between them 

▸ Proximity could mean they are 
linked through colour or visual 
design

https://spark.adobe.com/blog/2016/07/27/8-basic-design-principles-to-help-you-create-better-graphics/



PROXIMITY



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

BALANCE

▸ Distribute the elements evenly through 
the design 

▸ Alignment is a helpful tool in this 

▸ Balance doesn’t mean that elements 
have to be the same size or evenly 
distributed across the page - it can be 
symmetrical or asymmetrical!  

https://spark.adobe.com/blog/2016/07/27/8-basic-design-principles-to-help-you-create-better-graphics/



BA
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E



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

COLOUR

▸ Some colours are more dominant 
(red is a very dominant colour) 

▸ Think about your background and 
how your colour works on top of it 

▸ Be intentional with your choice of 
colour 

▸ Colours evoke different 
emotions and feelings

http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/



CO
LO

UR
http://zevendesign.com/designers-guide-to-visual-hierarchy/



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

SPACE

▸ The parts of the design you choose to 
leave blank are just as important as the 
ones you’re filling in! 

▸ Never underestimate the power of 
simplicity

https://spark.adobe.com/blog/2016/07/27/8-basic-design-principles-to-help-you-create-better-graphics/



SPACE



MARKETING 
HIERARCHY
What your design should do!



IT’S 
EVERYWHERE!





GENERAL TIPS!
MAKING THINGS LOOK AWESOME



Always 
prioritise 
readability 
above 
aesthetics

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Keep your 
line lengths 
short!

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



If you can, 
use a grid

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Think     
about your 
audience!

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Avoid 
Widows  
and 
Orphans

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Have a 
logical 
colour 
palette

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Think about 
the fonts 
you use

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Don’t use 
display 
fonts for 
body copy

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Never 
stretch 
ANYTHING!!

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Avoid  
colour 
discord

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



Don’t use 
too many 
effects 
(keep it 
simple)

General Tips
https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/



CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

 • Each group given a brief for an event or story 
 • Each group come up with an idea for a poster   
      or leaflet that communicates the event/story 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/431219733054100096/

ACTIVITY



WHAT TOOLS SHOULD I USE?
MAKING THINGS LOOK AWESOME



THE BEST DESIGNS 
START ON PAPER!

What Tools Should I Use?



MICROSOFT WORD 
CAN DO MORE THAN 
YOU THINK IT CAN!

What Tools Should I Use?



CANVA
What Tools Should I Use?







ADOBE 
SPARK
What Tools Should I Use?







QUESTIONS?



THANKS FOR COMING!


